many eggs were in process of development all the time. The paper was one to study and think over in order to appreciate its full significance.
Dr. BECKETT-OVERY said he had had his attention drawn to Dr. Blair Bell's work by Dr. Curtis Webb, and had made a few estimations of calcium in the blood in the way suggested. So far as he had gone the results obtained were in accordance with those obtained by Dr. Blair Bell, and he had found no difficulty in counting the crystals.
A Case of Placenta praevia with Delivery of Complete
Gestation Sac at the Twenty-eighth Week.
By THOMAS J. T. MCHATTIE, M.B.
THE specimen, which shows a twenty-eight weeks foetus with placenta and membranes intact, was delivered on April 5 last. The placenta is of the membranous variety, being unusually thin and covering, in its extent, half of the entire ovum. Through the membranes the foetus can be felt and seen in outline, the breech being in relation to that part of the placenta which in the recent state occupied the lower uterine segment.
History.-The patient, aged 27, is a multipara, this being her third confinement. Menstruation began at the age of 17, has always been regular, of the twenty-eight days type, lasting usually four days. Her last period extended from September 28 to October 1. Of her previous labours the first was normal, but in the second, which occurred three years ago, there is a history of severe ante-parturn haemorrhage, due probably to placenta praevia. During her recent pregnancy she had had repeated attacks of haemorrhage more or less severe.
On April 5 I saw her at about 1 o'clock p.m. She was then losing slightly, but had no pains. The uterus corresponded in size to that of a six and a half months pregnancy. The abdominal wall being very thin and lax, the foetal parts were easily distinguished, the head being felt at the fundus. Foetal movements were present, but I was unable to detect the heart sounds. The cervix was partially dilated and a breech presentation was clearly made out, though placental tissue could not be definitely distinguished, owing probably to the thinness of that organ. As the haemorrhage was very slight the patient was placed in bed and an opiate given in the hope of prolonging the pregnancy. At 5 o'clock in the afternoon, however, I was sent for and found that labour had set in shortly after my first visit and that the ovum had already been expelled en miasse and without rupture of the membranes. There had been comiiparatively little haemorrhage, the uterus was well contracted, and the patient made a good recovery.
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT (Dr. Herbert Spencer) asked if the dates at which the hmmorrhages had occurred were known. In investigating the histories of cases of placenta praevia at University College Hospital he had found that the first hwmorrhage occurred about as frequently in the first six months as it did in the last three months of pregnancy.
Dr. AMAND ROUTH thought that the diffuseness of the placenta and its great relative area showed that the specimnen was one of that variety of placenta pravia which was the result of atrophy of the chorionic villi at the attached pole and development of the chorionic villi at the free pole. Dr. ACHATTIE, in reply to the President, regretted that he had not ascertained the exact dates on which the various hmmorrhages had taken place during the recent pregnancy. There had been at least tlhree of these attacks, and he was almost sure that the first had occurred within the first three months; it had certainly taken place before the end of the fourtlh month.
Pregnancy complicated by a Fibroid Tumour showing "Red
Degeneration." By FREDERICK J. AMCCANN, M.D.
THE treatm-nent of fibroids comlplicating pregnancy is a subject which is engaging attention both at hom-le and abroad, and lately a number of papers have been written on this important question, showing that there still is considerable diversity of opinion am-long those who are called upon to advise what should be the best course to pursue. The difficulty of deciding is well exemplified by the following illustration.
I was asked to see a woman, aged 25, on account of severe pain
